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of the Hebrews and their untiring devotion to their land and religion, 
and on the other fails to perceive that the wide and lofty prophetic 
style was not and was not intended to be always taken literally. Inci- 
dentally we may remark that he misunderstands (p. 108 f.) the state- 
ment of Sennacherib (Taylor Cylinder, col. Ill, 1 1 ff.) as to his treatment 
of the Jewish prisoners. It is really said there that he carried 200,150 
persons away as captives, not that he "numbered them as spoil." 
Hence Meyer's basis for computing the population of the Judaite king- 
dom of the time is insecure. 

Kosters' view of the historical situation may be regarded as over- 
thrown. Also the critical positions of Wellhausen and Stade are in 
large measure discredited. Meyer seems to have rehabilitated the 
authority of Ezra and Nehemiah, though not at all in the traditional 
fashion. True, he has not thereby placed the Chronicler above sus- 
picion in matters not depending upon accessible documentary infor- 
mation. But he has immensely enhanced his credit as a conservator 
of the records of the past. I may venture to express the opinion that a 
more considerate treatment will yet be extended to the Chronicler in the 
criticism of the preexilic Chronicles. Who knows but that in some cases 
documents from among the state or temple archives may not have been 
used directly by him ? The history of Uzziah of Judah we owe almost 
entirely to him ; and his account, in spite of Wellhausen, Stade, and 
the rest, is proved to be in the main correct by outside evidence and 
by the historical situation which he alone could have created. Meeyr 
himself says that some of his own most important conclusions in the 
present work have been reached unexpectedly, supporting as they do 
the traditional views. Such open-mindedness and sympathetic impar- 
tiality are among the most encouraging signs of the time. 1 

University College, J- *• McCURDY. 

Toronto. 



The Epistle of James and Other Discourses. By R. W. Dale, 

LL.D. New York : A. C. Armstrong & Son, 1895. Pp. ix 

+ 315- 

This volume, edited after Dr. Dale's death by his son, contains 

twenty sermons. The first ten are expositions of the epistle of James 

1 [Attention may be called to Eduard Meyer's pamphlet just published : /alius 
Wellhausen und meinc Schrift: Die Entstehung des Judenthums. Eine Erwiderung ; 
Halle, M. Niemeyer, 1897 ; 26 pp., 8vo, in which the author replies to the review by 
Wellhausen of this book in Go/ting. Gelehrte Anzeigen, 1897, No. 2. — Ed.] 



812 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 

(i — 4:6), the rest are upon miscellaneous subjects. The expository 
sermons were inspired by, and, to a large extent, are based upon, 
Mayor's Commentary, which Dr. Dale is said to have read with delighted 
interest. The writer of the epistle is represented as a brother of our 
Lord, "either the son of Joseph by a former marriage or the son of 
Joseph and Mary." He probably became a believer when he " heard 
from Mary .... and from the apostles that Jesus had risen from the 
dead." His early unbelief may have been due to the difficulty he and 
his brothers felt when Jesus " broke through the austere restraint which 
they had associated with the highest form of righteousness." James 
" retained so much of his Judaism, even after he became a Christian, 
that his epistle in its spirit and color has almost as much of the Old 
Testament in it as of the New. He speaks like a Jewish prophet 
as well as like a preacher of Christ." The epistle is regarded as 
written " within twenty years after the death and resurrection of our 
Lord" (p. 123), and before Paul wrote to the Romans and Galatians 
(p. 75), to Christian Jews who "retained a good deal of their Judaism." 
While " meant for Jews everywhere, James, when he wrote it, was think- 
ing most of the great Jewish population that occupied a considerable 
part of the country between the Euphrates and the Tigris." Such is 
the critical basis, adopted, in the main,* confessedly from Mayor, 
upon which Dr. Dale proceeded to build a series of practical, interest- 
ing, and stimulating sermons. The preacher, though never far from 
his text, is constantly near to the lives and needs of his hearers. All 
the sermons in the book illustrate that broad and sympathetic knowl- 
edge of human life and of current religious thought which was charac- 
teristic of Dr. Dale. Human and humorous is his description of people 
" who find relief in talking," and talk so incessantly that they disable 
themselves from thinking and even listening, whose minds become like 
" reservoirs with a large leak and a small supply of water." In the 
sermon on Christian Worldliness he says : " Worldliness is a quality and 
temper of life and not a mere question of particular acts and habits." 
A sermon for the times is the controversial discussion of the relation 
of the parable of the prodigal son to the doctrine of the atonement. 
In this and throughout the volume there is a frank recognition of a 
tendency among his hearers to vague and liberal views and a strenuous 
insistence upon what he regards as central doctrines of Christianity, 
namely, personal faith in Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, who 
died for our sins and whom we are to serve with ardent devotion as 
our living Lord. The deep conviction and practical purpose of the 
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preacher prevent his aiming at beauty of style or subtlety of thought. 
He is generally simple, direct, and forcible. But there are passages of 
genuine eloquence which, enhanced by the personality of the speaker, 
must have made'a remarkable impression. The volume is a welcome 
addition to Dr. Dale's works and is worthy of his great reputation. 
Garrett Biblical Institute. Charles F. Bradley. 



A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Gospel 
according to St. Luke. By the Rev. Alfred Plummer, 
M.A., D.D., Master of University College, Durham, for- 
merly Fellow and Senior Tutor of Trinity College, Oxford. 
"The International Critical Commentary." New York: 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1896. Pp. lxxxviii + 590. $3. 

Of the general plan of the " International Commentary " it is not 
needful to speak, since it has been now for some time before the pub- 
lic. Dr. Plummer's commentary on Luke is the third volume in the 
New Testament section of the series. Of some special features of this 
latest volume, and of some preliminary statements which the author 
makes, a few words should be said. He purposely omits, or touches 
but slightly, "various questions, especially as regards the relations of 
the third gospel to the first and second." He does this with the 
thought that these matters can be more efficiently treated in the com- 
mentary on the synopsis of the four gospels, which is to form a part 
of the present series. This may be a wise division of the work, and 
yet the reader frequently wishes that he might know how Dr. Plummer 
would solve the critical questions which a comparison of the text of 
Mark and Matthew with that of Luke presents. 

Again, the author forewarns us that we may expect errors and 
omissions of various kinds as a consequence of the fact that he did not 
have the advantage of another's supervision. If now we do not find 
an unusual number of errors and omissions, we shall feel that the 
fidelity and accuracy of the author are worthy of special recognition ; 
but, on the other hand, if the errors are unusually numerous, we may 
account for the fact, but hardly justify it, by the author's apologetic 
word. It is expected that a critical commentary in this age will be 
very accurate even in slight and formal details, and if the attainment 
of this end requires more than one pair of eyes, then plainly more 
than one pair must be found. 



